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Advisory on Industrialized Buildings and Building Components

Section 901 of the Pennsylvania Construction Code Act (PCCA) (35 P.S. § 7210.901) exempts
new manufactured and industrialized housing and housing components as defined by the
Industrialized Housing Act (35 P.S. § 1651.5). The PCCA does not, however, specifically address
“industrialized buildings and building components.”

Recently, the Department of Community and Economic Development (DCED), under authority
of section 5 of the Industrialized Housing Act amended regulations (Chapter 145 ) to monitor
production and certification of industrialized commercial buildings and building components for
placement in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

The PCCA does not address “industrialized buildings and building components” and since they
are permitted under the Industrialized Housing Act, the PCCA and Uniform Construction Code
does not prohibit them. The Department of Labor & Industry does not enforce the
Industrialized Housing Act, but certification of industrialized buildings and building components
by DCED mirrors the current DCED program that certifies industrialized housing and housing
components.

A manufacturer of industrialized buildings and building components must provide
documentation to the Code Official that the building components were constructed following
the code in effect in Pennsylvania at the time of construction. The Code Official is then required
to perform inspections similar to those related to industrialized housing and housing
components. Such inspections must include, but are not limited to, the following:

Site conditions

Utility connections
Mechanical connections within the structure

Accessibility and means of egress

Inspections should be performed in a non-destructive manner, but the Code Official has the
authority to perform any inspections on the building components that they feel are necessary
for the life safety component of the building and for its occupants.
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